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§780.2 Objectives.

The objectives of this part are to in-
sure that the regulatory authority is
provided with comprehensive and reli-
able information on proposed surface
mining activities, and to ensure that
those activities are allowed to be con-
ducted only in compliance with the
Act, this chapter, and the regulatory
program.

§780.4 Responsibilities.

(a) It is the responsibility of the ap-
plicant to provide to the regulatory au-
thority all of the information required
by this part, except where specifically
exempted in this part.

(b) It is the responsibility of State
and Federal governmental agencies to
provide information to the regulatory
authority where specifically required
in this part.

§780.10 Information collection.

In accordance with 44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq., the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements of this
part and assigned clearance number
1029-0036. Sections 507 and 508 of
SMCRA contain permit application re-
quirements for surface coal mining ac-
tivities, including a requirement that
the application include an operation
and reclamation plan. The regulatory
authority uses this information to de-
termine whether the proposed surface
coal mining operation will achieve the
environmental protection require-
ments of the Act and regulatory pro-
gram. Without this information OSM
and state regulatory authorities could
not approve permit applications for
surface coal mines and related facili-
ties. Persons intending to conduct such
operations must respond to obtain a
benefit. A Federal agency may not con-
duct or sponsor, and you are not re-
quired to respond to, a collection of in-
formation unless it displays a cur-
rently valid OMB control number.

[73 FR 75875, Dec. 12, 2008]
§780.11 Operation plan: General re-
quirements.

Each application shall contain a de-
scription of the mining operations pro-
posed to be conducted during the life of

§780.12

the mine within the proposed permit
area, including, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

(a) A narrative description of the
type and method of coal mining proce-
dures and proposed engineering tech-
niques, anticipated annual and total
production of coal, by tonnage, and the
major equipment to be used for all as-
pects of those operations; and

(b) A narrative explaining the con-
struction, modification, use, mainte-
nance, and removal of the following fa-
cilities (unless retention of such facili-
ties is necessary for postmining land
use as specified in §816.133):

(1) Dams, embankments, and other
impoundments;

(2) Overburden and topsoil handling
and storage areas and structures;

(3) Coal removal, handling, storage,
cleaning, and transportation areas and
structures;

(4) Spoil, coal processing waste, and
non-coal waste removal, handling, stor-
age, transportation, and disposal areas
and structures;

(5) Mine facilities; and

(6) Water and air pollution control fa-
cilities.

[44 FR 15357, Mar. 13, 1979, as amended at 45
FR 51550, Aug. 4, 1980]

§780.12 Operation plan:
structures.

(a) BEach application shall contain a
description of each existing structure
proposed to be used in connection with
or to facilitate the surface coal mining
and reclamation operation. The de-
scription shall include—

(1) Location;

(2) Plans of the structure which de-
scribe its current condition;

(3) Approximate dates on which con-
struction of the existing structure was
begun and completed; and

(4) A showing, including relevant
monitoring data or other evidence,
whether the structure meets the per-
formance standards of subchapter K
(Permanent Program Standards) of
this chapter or, if the structure does
not meet the performance standards of
subchapter K of this chapter, a showing
whether the structure meets the per-
formance standards of subchapter B
(Interim Program Standards) of this
chapter.
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§780.13

(b) Each application shall contain a
compliance plan for each existing
structure proposed to be modified or
reconstructed for use in connection
with or to facilitate the surface coal
mining and reclamation operation. The
compliance plan shall include—

(1) Design specifications for the
modification or reconstruction of the
structure to meet the design and per-
formance standards of subchapter K of
this chapter;

(2) A construction schedule which
shows dates for beginning and com-
pleting interim steps and final recon-
struction;

(3) Provisions for monitoring the
structure during and after modification
or reconstruction to ensure that the
performance standards of subchapter K
of this chapter are met; and

(4) A showing that the risk of harm
to the environment or to public health
or safety is not significant during the
period of modification or reconstruc-
tion.

§780.13 Operation plan: Blasting.

(a) Blasting plan. Bach application
shall contain a blasting plan for the
proposed permit area, explaining how
the applicant will comply with the re-
quirements of §§816.61 through 816.68 of
this chapter. This plan shall include, at
a minimum, information setting forth
the limitations the operator will meet
with regard to ground vibration and
airblast, the bases for those limita-
tions, and the methods to be applied in
controlling the adverse effects of blast-
ing operations.

(b) Monitoring system. Each applica-
tion shall contain a description of any
system to be used to monitor compli-
ance with the standards of §816.67 in-
cluding the type, capability, and sensi-
tivity of any blast-monitoring equip-
ment and proposed procedures and lo-
cations of monitoring.

(c) Blasting near underground mines.
Blasting operations within 500 feet of
active underground mines require ap-
proval of the State and Federal regu-
latory authorities concerned with the
health and safety of underground min-
ers.

[48 FR 9806, Mar. 8, 1983]

30 CFR Ch. VII (7-1-12 Edition)
and

§780.14 Operation plan:
plans.

Each application shall contain maps
and plans as follows:

(a) The maps and plans shall show
the lands proposed to be affected
throughout the operation and any
change in a facility or feature to be
caused by the proposed operations, if
the facility or feature was shown under
30 CFR 779.24 through 779.25.

(b) The following shall be shown for
the proposed permit area:

(1) Buildings, utility corridors and fa-
cilities to be used;

(2) The area of land to be affected
within the proposed permit area, ac-
cording to the sequence of mining and
reclamation;

(3) Bach area of land for which a per-
formance bond or other equivalent
guarantee will be posted under sub-
chapter J of this chapter;

(4) Each coal storage, cleaning and
loading area;

(5) BEach topsoil, spoil, coal waste,
and non-coal waste storage area;

(6) Each water diversion, collection,
conveyance, treatment, storage, and
discharge facility to be used;

(7) Each air pollution collection and
control facility;

(8) Each source of waste and each
waste disposal facility relating to coal
processing or pollution control;

(9) Each facility to be used to protect
and enhance fish and wildlife and re-
lated environmental values;

(10) Each explosive storage and han-
dling facility; and

(11) Locations of each siltation struc-
ture, permanent water impoundment,
refuse pile, and coal mine waste im-
poundment for which plans are re-
quired by §780.25 of this part, and the
location of each fill for the disposal of
excess spoil for which plans are re-
quired under §780.35 of this part.

(c) Except as provided in
§§780.25(a)(2), 780.25(a)(3), 780.35,
816.73(c), 816.74(c), and 816.81(c) of this
chapter, cross-sections, maps, and
plans required under paragraphs (b)(4),
(5), (6), (10), and (11) of this section
must be prepared by, or under the di-
rection of, and certified by a qualified
registered professional engineer, a pro-
fessional geologist, or, in any state
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